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Sermon Notes 

Song of Songs 2:7 
“Awakening Love” 

A Sermon Meditation Series on the Song of Songs 
November 10, 2019 

  

Introduction 

 

 1) With maybe the exception of Revelation, the Song of Songs is one of the most challenging books  
   in the Bible to read and interpret.  

 

 2) Today's verse is a great example of the challenge of reading this book. 

 

 3) But first, remember we are reading it in the ancient fashion: As an allegory. 

 

   a) It's not really an erotic love poem between a man and a woman.      (The simple literal reading.) 

 

   b) It's really about Christ (the man/bridegroom) and His church (the woman/bride). 

 

 4) This requires maturity. 

 

   a) The song’s earthy and sensual language could be easily be distorted by a foolish  
     and juvenile mind. 

 

   b) Since this is the only book in the Bible we read as an allegory we must have a solid biblical  
     theological foundation, giving us firm and clear orthodox parameters as we ponder,   
     muse, and meditate on this great work of art. 

 

 5) Today's verse is an example of the challenges and demands of this sublime Song. 

 

 6) This cryptic phrase is found three times in the Song. 

 

   a) SoS 2:7; 3:5 – “I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or by the hinds of the  
     field, that you do not arouse or awaken my love until she pleases.” 

 

   b) SoS 8:4 –“I want you to swear, O daughters of Jerusalem, do not arouse or awaken my love  
     until she pleases.” 

 

 7) Numerous questions arise: 
 

   a) Who is speaking? The man (according to the NASB) or the woman (according to the NET)? 

 

   b) Why is the speaker demanding the Daughters of Jerusalem (the chorus of maidens) 
     to make an oath? 

 

     i) “Adjure” in English means: “To command solemnly under or as if under oath  
       or penalty of a curse” and/or “to urge or advise earnestly” 

 

     ii) This follows the original Hebrew (šebaʿ)  Gen 24:3,37; 1Sam 20:17 
       meaning to “swear”, “to bind oneself.” SoS 2:7; 3:5; 5:8-9; 8:4 

 

     iii) The speaker is urging the maidens to make a solemn promise/oath. 

 

     iv) This is said with emphatic force, with a strong sense of caution. 

 

     v) Almost as if it is being said, “Whatever you do, do not arouse love! Promise?!” 

   c) Why is the oath being made by the gazelles and the hinds of the field (or young does)? 

 

   d) What does “do not arouse or awaken love” mean? 

 

   e) We are to avoid, or at least be cautious about, love? What? Why? 
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Literal Reading of Song of Songs 2:7 

 

 1) Pastor Doug thinks the best guess for the speaker of this verse is the woman. 

 

   a) “Adjuring the daughters of Jerusalem” is used four times in the Song. SoS 2:7; 3:5; 5:8; 8:4 

      

     i) The one clear text (in SoS 5:8) has the woman speaking. 

 

     ii) In all the four references the woman is speaking in the verses before. 

 

   b) The majority of the technical commentaries (that Pastor Doug has read)  
     argue for the woman being the one speaking. 

 

 2) She emphatically requests the chorus of maidens (the best, most attractive and virtuous young  
   women in the land) to make a solemn promise/oath. 
 

 3) To show how important this oath is she invokes gazelles and hinds/does. 

 

   a) These are wild animals, thus the line “of the fields.” 
     They are shy & easily frightened creatures.     Is 13:14 

 

   b) In some ancient Middle Eastern cultures they were symbols of love. Prov 5:19; SoS 2:9,17;  
     (They were considered sacred to the Canaanite love goddess.) SoS 4:5; 7:3; 8:14 

 

   c) This shows how elusive, fleeting and important love can be. 

 

 4) So this oath is a warning to the maidens to be careful if they might desire to experience 
   such passionate love as the woman and man in the Song have for each other.  

 

   a) It is a warning not to force love but wait for love to blossom. 

 

   b) Because love can be very demanding, consuming, taxing and dangerous. 

 

   c) Example: Like a teenager falling in love for the first time. 

 

     i) The passion can seem so real and all consuming. 

 

       • They will say in all honesty: “I will love you forever!” 

 

       • We experienced adults know how silly this is, but also might be a bit jealous. 
 

     ii) Great dangers and evils can come from this passion: Bad grades, jealousy, loss of  
       friendships, fornication, illegitimate children, abortion, suicide, murder, rejection  
       of God and His laws, a destroyed life and maybe a damned soul. 

 

     iii) But also, maybe, great good: Wisdom, maturity, discernment, friendship, a loving  
       spouse, children, godliness, contentment and heavenly faithfulness. 

 

   d) So be careful with love: Don't rush it, don't make it an end unto itself, and be discerning. 
 

Allegorical Reading of Song of Songs 2:7 
 

 1) So what are we to take away from this verse theologically? 
 

 2) Pastor Doug believes the main point is: Love is dangerous. 
 

 3) Having a false view of love is extremely dangerous. 
 

   a) Our secular culture talks a lot about love but much of what is said is thoroughly ungodly. 
 

   b) In reality the world more and more loves hatred and hates real love. 
 

   c) You see this in the idiotic, foolish, wicked and ungodly slogans of our day: 
 

     “As long as you are happy does it matter who you fall in love with?” 
      “Love has no gender.” “Love is love.” Or “Love wins.” 
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   d) If you think “love” is based on your feelings, experiences and justifies your perversions, 
     and encourages you to tolerate that which is evil while being silent when truth is  
     attacked, you have no concept of the word and certainly are violating God’s laws. 
 

   e) How much evil has been (falsely) justified in the name of “love”? 
 

     i) It justifies rejection of God: “My god loves everyone and wouldn’t have a hell.” 
 

     ii) It justifies false worship and a rejection of Scripture: “I don’t want to be confronted  
       about my sin and the holiness of God on Sunday morning, just tell me how much  
       God loves me because of my own inherit goodness and self-worth! Or, “I know 
       God loves me, so I don’t have to go to church, I don’t need to rest in that boring 
       biblical preaching or Christ’s sacraments.” 
 

     iii)  It justifies rebellion: “I don’t have to honor my parents because they didn’t love me.”  
       Or, “I don’t have to correct my children because they might not love me.” 
 

     iv) It justifies anger and murder: “This idiot is speaking against something I love so I  
       can beat him up.” Or “All children should be loved, and this is an unwanted  
       pregnancy, therefore it is okay to abort the child.” 
 

     v) It justifies lust: “It’s okay if I commit adultery. Why? Because I love this new person  
       and not my spouse.” Or, “Am I not entitled to love? Therefore I can have sex with  
       anyone I please.” 
 

     vi) It justifies stealing and lying: “I really, really want (i.e. love) money so it’s okay  
       to lie on my taxes, besides everyone does it. ” 
 

     vii)  Confusing love and lust is the root of all sorts of coveting.  
 

     viii) And by the way, we just went through the Ten Commandments. Ex 20; Deut 5 
    

   f) If you define “love” as the desires and the whims of your individual feelings, emotions  
     and experiences, then by definition you hate God, God’s Law, Christ’s Gospel,  
     Christ’s Church, the saints, the truth, reality, and love itself. 
 

     i) The problem is you have the great sin of self-love. Matt 5:46; John 12:25; 2Tim 3:2 
 

     ii) But, “you can’t love others unless you first love yourself!” 
 

       • That’s insane, where does the Bible speak like this? 
 

       • That’s called pride and coveting which are deadly sins. Prov 11:2; 16:18; Rom 7:7  
 

       • The Bible is clear: The problem is we love our self, sin, and  Rom 3:1ff 
        our rebellion instead of loving God & our neighbor. Eph 2:1-3 
 

 4) Then what is true love? 
 

   a) First, and foremost God, as He has revealed Himself in Scripture, defines true love. 
 

     i) Your feelings have nothing to do with this! 
 

     ii) Yes, you can experience great joy from loving God and your neighbor correctly. 
       But these are by-products of love, not its cause. 
 

     iii)  Again, if your definition of love starts with yourself, then you’re just lusting. 
 

   b) True love comes from faith, that fear of the Lord that gives knowledge, agreement and daily  
     willful trust in who God is, what He has said, and what He has accomplished in Christ. 
 

     i) This godly faith will produce hope: Assurance that all will work out. 
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     ii) You cannot skip over faith and hope. Lest you make “love” into merely coveting  
       and thus a damnable idol.1 
  

   c) Godly love (called agape love) is simply defined as: To faithfully will the others  
     (i.e. God & your neighbor’s) good according to God’s commands. 
 

   d) That is why older Bibles and books would define agape love as “charity.” 
 

     i) Note how the KJV translates the famous 1Cor 13:13. 
 

     ii) “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.” 
 

   e) So when God’s grace moves on your mind and will to trust in Christ causing you to do what  
     is pleasing to God, for Him and His creation, by God’s standards that is love. 
 

     i) You see this in Paul’s great definition of love in 1Cor 13:4-8a 
 

       “Love (agape) is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is  
not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not 
provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails;” 

 

     ii) Those are all acts of the will, not emotions. 
 

     iii) Other forms of love (erotic, friendship, family) promise something they can’t deliver. 
       They will all fail but only godly/agape love never fails. 
 

 5) We Christians, as we should, talk a lot about love, but it is a very dangerous thing. Matt 22:36-40 
 

   a) Those who love God must hate evil. Ps 97:10; Amos 5:15; Micah 3:2; Rom 12:9 
 

   b) Our world defines love as tolerating evil and hating what is godly as loving. 
     And if you reject the world you will be called unloving and hateful. 
 

   c) This shouldn’t surprise us; the world has  Matt 10:22; 24:9-10;  
     always hated Christ,  and He warned us  Luke 6:22; 21:17;  
     those who love Him will be hated. John 15:18ff; 17:14; 1Pet 4:14 
 

   d) To give one example: We proclaim God’s love is only found in Christ! John 3:16; 1John 4:10 
      

     i) If you hate Christ you hate God. John 3:20-21; 15:23-25 
 

     ii) And hate, like love, is more than an emotion. To deny, reject, not  
       believe in or follow Christ is to hate Him and thus to hate God! 
 

     iii)  But this doesn’t make me feel good! I want to pretend everything is okay  
       with my worldly life and that I don’t have to take up my cross daily! Luke 9:23 
 

     iv) Yes, we are called to love our enemies. Matt 5:43-44; Luke 6:27 
       

     v) But denying God, His Law, and Christ’s Gospel is hardly  Matt 10:33  
       loving of God or our neighbor. 
 

     vi) We are sharply warned that if we love anything more  Matt 10:34-39; 22:37-40;  
       than God then we don’t love God. Luke 14:26-27; John 12:25; Heb 1:9 
 

 6) Do you love God as you should? No, but that is why we have the Gospel. 
   And faith and hope in Christ’s work produces love. 

                                                           
1  For “faith, hope & love” see: Ps 31:23-24; 119:42,47-49; 146:3,5-6,8; John 5:42,44-47; Rom 5:1-5; 12:5,9-12; 1Cor 13:4,7,13; 2Cor 
5:7,11,14; Gal 5:5-6; Eph 1:12-13,15,18-19; 2:4,8,12; 4:2,4-5; Col 1:4-5,23; 1Thes 1:3-5; 5:8; 2Thes 2:13-16; 1Tim 1:1-2,4-5; 4:10-12; 
Titus 1:1-2,4,6,8-9; 3:4,7-8,15; Heb 10:23-25; 1Pet 1:3,5,7-9; 1:20-23. 


