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Literal Reading of Song of Songs 2:16-3:4 

 

 1) In SoS 2:8-9a the woman is excited that her lover is running (literally, climbing & leaping)  
   like a gazelle from the mountains towards her during a beautiful spring day (v.11-13). 

 

 2) Then the lovers are so close they are sweetly talking to each other. SoS 2:9b-15 

 

 3) In 2:16 she expresses her love in terms of ownership: 
   “my beloved is mine, and I am his”. 

 

 4) Even her beloved's flocks are beautiful, because they are among the lilies. 

 

 5) She then asks “until the day breathes/blows when the shadows flee away”. SoS 2:17 

 

   a) This refers to the beginning of the day. 

 

      i) NASB translates it as “until the cool of the day”. 

 

      ii) NET as “until the dawn arrives”.  

 

   b) She wants her beloved to be like a gazelle moving through the mountain gorges. 

      

 6) Remember this is a love poem. It is not logical, but poetry: emotional/experiential, 
   a stream of consciousnesses. 

 

   a) Throughout this poem the lovers are close, then together, and then apart. 

 

   b) Many modern scholars think the Song of Songs is a collection of poems. 

    

     i) Though there is no manuscript or historical evidence for this. 

 

     ii) And no one agrees where one poem ends and other begins. 

 

 7) In chapter 3 her beloved is gone. 

 

   a) Night after night she searches for him, whom her “soul loves” in her chamber  SoS 3:1 
     but he is now gone. 

 

   b) She goes out into the city to find him but still she cannot find him. SoS 3:2 

 

     i) Usually in ancient cultures “cities” are good places where civilization is found, 
       and the outside is wilderness, savage and dangerous. 

 

     ii) In the Song, however, the countryside/gardens are a place for lovers, 
       while the city is a dangerous place, especially for a woman alone. 

 

   c) The watchmen who patrol the city find her. 

 

     i) Later in the song they will mistreat her (SoS 5:7) but here they do nothing. 

 

     ii) She asks them, “Have you seen him whom my soul loves?” SoS 3:3 

 

     iii) There is no response from them. 

 

 8) Soon after she leaves the guards she finds her beloved. SoS 3:4 

 

   i) She holds on to him who her soul loves “and would not let him go.” 

 

   ii) She brings him back into her mother's house, into the bed chamber. 
 

Allegorical Meditation on Song of Songs 2:16-3:4 

 

 1) What do we make of this text? 

 

   a) Remember, Pastor Doug is taking the ancient approach of interpreting the Song. 

 

   b) It is the only book in the Bible we read as an allegory. 

 

     i) It is not really an earthly love poem. (Pastor Doug has been toning down 
       the literal language and imagery, which can be rather R rated.) 

 

     ii) Instead it is an allegory, where the man, the shepherd-king is Jesus Christ, 
       and the woman is Christ's church, the believer. 

 

   c) The Song, and only the Song, is not meant to be read literally, but to be mused on like a  
     great work of art, allowing the reader to hear whatever comes to mind. 

 

     i) Thus this series is a “meditation” of Pastor Doug's musings. 

 

     ii) If you imagine something else, AS LONG AS IT IS BIBLICAL, that is fine. 
       



     iii) Again, the Song, and only the Song, is not about learning a systematic theology by 
       reading the ancient author's original intent in its original context (as it is for 
       the other 65 books of the Bible) but as an emotional meditation on Christ's love. 

 

   d) Thus the Song requires maturity. 

 

     i) Maturity in spiritualizing (or sanctifying in Christ) its earthly images. 

 

     ii) And to have fixed biblical parameters to keep our meditations godly and orthodox. 

 

 2) Throughout the Song the lovers seem to be very close, if not together, and then suddenly far apart. 

 

   a) See this in SoS 3:1 where the man disappears from their bed! 

 

   b) This illustrates that sometimes in our lives Christ feels very close and yet 
     in other times Christ feels very far away. 

 

   c) Why? 

 

     i) It can be because of overt sin, thus the shepherd-king’s (Christ’s) commands to the 
       woman (believers) to catch the “foxes/jackals” in our lives back in SoS 2:15. 
       (This is called mortification, to daily die to sin.) 

 

     ii) It can also be, as C.S. Lewis called it, spiritual “dryness” or “weariness.” 

 

       • As David so elegantly wrote numerous times . . . 

 

        “I am weary with my sighing; Every night I make my bed swim,  
         I dissolve my couch with my tears.” - Ps 6:6 

 

        “I am weary with my crying; my throat is parched; 
                 My eyes fail while I wait for my God.” - Ps 69:3 

 

       • Or, supremely as our Lord Jesus exclaimed Himself on the cross, quoting  
        Psalm 22:1, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” - Matt 27:46 
        (And remember, He is without sin!) Heb 4:15; 7:26 

 

 3) This dryness can occur with Christians in a solid church, even during Lord's Day worship! 

 

   a) Now be careful! Again, the Song is NOT about systematic, dogmatic, theology! 

 

     • If you now meditate that “I feel dry in my Gospel preaching local church (the bed in  
      SoS 3:1) so I will go out into the world (the city in SoS 3:2-3) to find Christ (i.e. get  
      that happy feeling that Jesus loves)” you are sinning! 

 

     • One of the great sins of the modern age is the selfish desire to be entertained. 
      This is seen in “church-hoppers” who are always complaining they are never 
      “being spiritually fed”, as if the Gospel is insufficient for them. 

 

     • We are commanded not to forsake the local assembly. Heb 10:25; 13:17 
      And we find our rest in the ministry of the Word. John 6:53-56; Rom 6:4; 10:14 

 

   b) However, the Lord does cause dryness and does make us live in  Ps 23:4; 63:8;  
     the world to strengthen our faith, refining us (sanctifying us)  Luke 18:9-14 
     now, and preparing us for the glories of heaven. 1Pet 1:6-9; 3:17 

 

   c) Christ Himself prayed that the church not be removed from the world,  John 17:13-24 
     because having the saints in the world brings glory to God. 

 

 4) When we are in the world, away from the assembly of the saints, we still seek Christ. 

 

   a) Not asking the world, “Have you seen him whom my soul loves?” SoS 3:3 

 

   b) Because Scripture commands we are to proclaim Christ to the world Matt 10:27 
     and to have a ready defense for the hope that is in us. 1Pet 3:15 

 

   c) However, sometimes, by God's grace, we will encounter Christ in the world Ps 8; Ps 19 
     (conviction of sin, appreciation of beauty of God's creation, etc.). Rom 1:20ff; 8:28 

 

   d) Because for the believer, we know our only hope is in Christ. John 14:6; Acts 4:12 

      

     i) That is why understanding the doctrine of sin is so critical. 

 

     ii) It makes us dependent on Christ, who only brings us assurance and joy. 

 

   e) This faithfulness, especially during times of spiritual dryness, is a sure Ps 23:4-6 
     sign the Holy Spirit is with us and that we are maturing.  

 

   f) And praise be to God that He allows us to be frank about our weariness, see Job 
     including to the world (the guards, which can be a powerful testimony), the Psalms 
     to fellow Christians, and especially to God in prayer. SoS 3:2-3 

 

 5) For the Christian, however, we always return to Christ's assembly to be fed the power of God, 
   the Gospel through preaching & the sacraments, “my mother's house” in SoS 3:4. 


