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A Message from Pastor Dan:

“Honor the Lord from your wealth And from the first of all your produce; So your barns will be filled
with plenty And your vats will overflow with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10, NASB95)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

At Second Congregational, as in many other churches, October is the month when we
consider what portion of what God has given us we will give back to Him to sustain His church
and to advance His kingdom in Winsted and beyond.

All that we have comes from God. All our resources and abilities come from God, who has
been generous in providing gifts for his people. As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 4:5, “What do
you have that you did not receive?” Paul’s point is that our existence, intellect, skills, and
motivations are gifts from God. The logical conclusion is that God truly owns all that we have.

R. G. LeTourneau (1888-1969) became one of America's most successful inventors and
manufacturers of earthmoving equipment. A committed Christian, he believed that business
success created opportunities for Christian service. As his wealth increased, LeTourneau
reversed the traditional tithe: he began directing approximately 90% of his income toward
Christian work while living on the remaining 10%. With his reverse tithe, LeTourneau supported
missions, Christian education, and charitable endeavors, eventually establishing LeTourneau
University, a Christian interdenominational university in Texas.

LeTourneau famously expressed his philosophy this way: "It's not how much of my money
[ give to God, but how much of God's money I keep for myself." Two verses always return to mind
when I think about how I am using my time, talent, and treasure to serve God:

Matthew 6:19-20

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where

thieves break in and steal. 20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither

moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;

Luke 6:38

38 “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed
down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be
measured to you in return.”

Those of us with average income will never be able to donate 90% of our income to God’s
work in Winsted, but the questions remain: what part will we play in sustaining God’s
church in Winsted, what treasure will we store in heaven, and what will be our reward in
heaven?

Your brother in Christ,

Pastor Dowv
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Living each day

— with a . =";

Stewardship Sunday October 18, 2026

October is the season in which we give particular attention to the call of Christian stewardship. Yet
stewardship is not confined to a single month. For all who have been entrusted with the care of God’s
gifts, every day is a day of stewardship. We acknowledge that God is the source and owner of all we
are and all we possess. Our response, therefore, is not limited to our financial giving in October, but
includes the offering of our time and talents throughout the entire year.

To be stewards who are pleasing to God, we rely on His help. Through the Holy Spirit working in and
through His Word, we are continually renewed—shaped into people who are God-centered rather
than self-centered. Because of what God has given and accomplished for us through Christ, our
priorities and perspectives are transformed. God-pleasing stewards seek to honor Him in all things,
living lives marked by praise, gratitude, and obedience.

As we approach the time when we present our financial commitments for the coming year, let us also
keep before us the broader calling of stewardship that guides us throughout our church year.

Those who live with a steward’s heart:

o Stand under the authority of God’s Word and trust His promises.
e Allow their lives to be directed by God rather than by self.

o Seek the Lord’s presence and strength in all things.

e Walk in the ways of the Lord.

e See every person as a beloved child of God.

o Serve faithfully within their church, family, and community.
o Give generously from grateful hearts.

o Develop their gifts and talents for God’s purposes.

e Recognize the Lord’s hand as their constant support.

e Rely on His grace as their daily supply.

e Manage their resources wisely and prudently.

e Extend help and compassion to those in need.

As we once again reflect on the grace extended to us through our Savior, may our hearts respond
with joy as we make our annual commitment. “May the God of peace...equip you with everything
good for doing His will, and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom

be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” (Hebrews 13:20-21)
(Continued)
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Pledge cards will be available at church over the next several weeks. Please bring your completed card
with you on Stewardship Sunday, October 18th, or return it to the church office at your convenience.
If you need to have a pledge card mailed to you, please call the church office at 860-379-4766. Thank

you.

Bible Studies Schedules & Important Information

e New Member Class— Pastor Dan will be offering a new member class. The first session is
October 18, following the worship service in Pastor Dan's office. Please see Pastor Dan if you
are interested in joining the church. The universal church is the body of Christ. The writer of
Hebrews tells us not to neglect meeting together (Heb 10:24-25); this was the pattern
established by the apostles in the early church (Acts 2:42). Second Congregational is a place
where we can worship God together, use our spiritual gifts for the glory of God, gather for the
Lord's Supper and Baptism, grow spiritually and in knowledge of the faith as disciples of Christ,
provide care and support for each other, and serve as witnesses to Christ in our community
and world, all in obedience to Christ's design for the church. The Christian life is not intended
to be lived in isolation, but in fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ.

e Congratulations to Teresa Glaize, Susanne Cantwell, JoAnn Lesieur, Ellianna Andrews, and
Tony Indino on their baptism at Burr Pond this past Wednesday! Please greet them following
the service.

e Adult Sunday School Class—Every Sunday, 9:00-9:45 am (Led by Pastor Dan and open to all)

e Waednesday Bible Study—Every Wednesday (Led by Pastor Dan and open to all)
o Prayer Group—5:30 pm (Pastor Dan’s Office)
o Bible Study—6:00 -7:15 pm (Music Room)

Music News

Beginning this month, the choir will be providing music the first and third Sunday of each month.
Please join us! Rehearsal begins at 8:30 am in the choir room.
Michael and Denise Killiany will be providing music on the second and fourth Sunday of each month.

Prayer Requests

Did you know that we have an active email prayer team that is available to our church family?

If you or someone you know needs prayer during an illness, life difficulties, etc. we have a very special
group of people who will take the time to pray for you. You are welcome to join us any time by sending a
request to: info@sccwinsted.org.

A promise that if we turn worry into prayer, God will protect our hearts from anxiety. Philippians
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Christian Education Updates

Fire Drill (10/11): Our annual fire drill will take place on October 11" during the Sunday School class
hour. We hope that all the kids can attend, as this is an important routine for their safety. Please
speak to John Cif your child cannot attend to schedule a makeup drill.

Helping Hands (10/11 & 10/18): The kids and youth will be participating in helping the church collect
canned and dry goods for our local food bank. This is a wonderful way to get our children involved in
acts of charity, teaching them the love, generosity, and selflessness of Christ. Flyers will be handed
out by our kids on 10/4. Please consider bringing in a few items to support those in our community.

Youth Group Outing (10/25): The youth group will take a trip to Dairy Queen accompanied by a
lesson on the changes of seasons from Ecclesiastes 3.

Operation Christmas Child: Please continue to remember donations this month. The theme for this
month is “Letter & Photo.”

> Bring your shoebox gift to life this month by tucking a simple letter and a family picture
right on top of your items. Your encouraging words and friendly faces will be a tangible
blessing to a child, turning a box of gifts into a powerful reminder of God’s love and the global
church community.

> You can visit the OCC table in the fellowship hall to drop off any gifts. Thank you for helping
to bring joy to children and sharing the gospel with countless families around the world!

> Packing Party 11/7 at 4:30- 6:30pm. All are invited to join the youth and the OCC team for
fun, fellowship, and food as we fill our shoeboxes for this year.

Youth Group Calendar—Oct.- Nov.

Youth Group is open to grades 6 and up—We Welcome you to Join Us!

Day Date Time Event

Sunday Oct. 11t 9:30am -------- FIRE DRILL! B

Sunday Oct. 11, 18" 11:00pm-12:00pm | Helping Hands [&] Food Bank Collection
Sunday Oct. 11t 11:30am-12:45pm | Youth Group — Bible Lesson, Group

Activity, Snacks

Sunday Oct. 25t 11:30am-12:45pm | Youth Group — DQ “Season Cooldown”
(Ecc. 3:1-8)
Saturday Nov. 7th 4:30pm — 6:30pm Operation Christmas Child — Packing
Party tH

Sunday Nov. 8™ 11:30am-12:45pm | Youth Group - Bible Trivia, Games (O 2
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Men & Women’s Fellowship Updates

Men's Fellowship Upcoming Events
o Nov. 14, 8:30 am-Quarterly Men's Breakfast: Film and Discussion-Bonhoeffer: Agent of
Grace
o December, date TBD, 6:00-8:00 pm: Regional Men's Christmas Dinner
o Feb. 13, 8:30 am-Quarterly Men's Breakfast
Women's Fellowship Upcoming Events

Hello Church family! The Women’s Fellowship Group met after church on Sunday, 9/20/26 and
fourteen women were able to attend. We discussed some activities that we would like do for the
fall and into the winter. Some of these events will be open to the whole church and some are just
for the women of the church. Here is what we have on deck:

Deep Clean at church: To be held on Tuesday, October 6, from 3-5. Cassie R. will coordinate
this event and will provide additional information. Please join in if you are able as we spruce
up our church and do a deep clean! Anyone who is available is welcome to come and help!
Dave Pettigrew Concert: Friday, 10/9 - concert starts at 7:00 p.m. This is a church and
community wide event. Everyone is encouraged to attend. The Women's

| Fellowship group will support by bringing easy to eat food (desserts,

I\ sandwiches, cold finger foods etc.) as well as punch and

small water bottles. Drop off can happen on Sunday, 10/4 (for water or non-
perishable foods) or on Friday, 10/9 as early as 6:00 p.m. Any of the women are
welcome to come and help set up, serve and clean up as available. The concert
is open to the public so please invite family, friends and acquaintances. Bonnie

ORI Sterpka will coordinate the refreshment table.

Women's Retreat: Friday, October 16- Sunday, October 18. There is still room. Please reach
out to Bonnie Sterpka if you would like to attend.

Prayer Walk: To be coordinated by Denise K. and Amanda S. This will take place after church
(weather dependent) - there are many events this fall, but if there is a nice weather day,
Denise and Amanda may announce this spur of the moment activity. We will walk together
and pray for each other, our church, and the community.

Cocoa, Cookies and Carol Sing - On Thursday, 12/17 at 6:30 p.m. We will gather at the church
for this event, hosted by the Women's fellowship. This will be an all-church event and will also
be open to the community. This event will be coordinated by Eileen, Deb and Suzanne. More
information on what to bring, decorations, plans etc. will be coming soon!

The Women'’s Fellowship Group will meet again on Sunday, 1/24 after the service.

Coming in 2027: Winter soup luncheon (2/28). This will be a luncheon for the whole church
family and will be coordinated by Bonnie S. and Marilyn G., Line Dancing (possibly April, TBD) -
Coordinated by Eileen D. and Sarah E. Other possibilities will be discussed at the next meeting.
Thanks so much for all who were able to make it to the planning meeting. The activities and
events can be attended by any of the women of the church. This is an open group and we
welcome all ages! If you see something that is interesting to you, please join us. You don’t
have to come to the meetings or all of the events to attend. Everyone is invited to join us as
we grow in our faith, friendship and fellowship.

Thanks, and blessings to you all.

Bonnie
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Electronic Way to Contribute

Tithes, Offerings, and Donations may now be made online. While we recognize that most people will
P continue to present their offerings during the Sunday worship service, giving to
%: the church and its ministries may now be done online for those who prefer to
give that way. Simply go to the front page of our church website and click the
Tithes/o—fferings/ link “Support Our Church and Ministries” or tap the tile shown to the left. You
Donations will be directed to Vanco, a secure online payment system used by thousands of

churches across the country. You may also download the Vanco mobile app on your

smartphone. Be sure to select the app with the logo to the right. Search for churches

in your area, and you will find “Second Congregational Church of Winsted.” For more

information on Vanco, visit their website: vancopayments.com See Paul Okraska for

Nominating Committee

Hello Church Family, | hope this message finds you well. During October we will be involved with
Stewardship as we all consider how best to serve God here at Second Congregational Church. Being a
good steward not only includes giving financial gifts but also includes using our talents to serve the
Lord! Our church depends on you and your support as we seek God and thank Him for all that He has
done for us. If you are reading this and you have yet to identify an area where you can serve, please
speak to me about it. We are all given so many strengths and talents and your talents are celebrated
and needed here! Every job here, great or small, is valued and necessary. There is something for
everyone. Joining a board or committee will help you to make new friends, find support from the
body and provide a meaningful and necessary function.

Here is a list of boards, committees and positions at Second Congregational Church. Please consider
volunteering for something below. Many of us are filling multiple positions and we could use your
help too!

Thanks for your service and | look forward to speaking with you about this during the fellowship hour
in church!

Bonnie Sterpka

Boards:

Board Of Christian Education: Bonnie Sterpka (current Chair) — This board provides supervision and
direction of Christian education of the children and young people of the church. Programs are
developed that will nurture a personal relationship with God and promote Bible literacy. This board
supports the work of our Director of Youth and Families. Some current programs include Sunday
School, Youth Group, Children’s Church, Summer Church and VBS.

Board of Finance: Joanne LeManquais (current Chair) - The Board of Finance is responsible for
preparing an annual budget by receiving the financial needs from the chairman of each board and
committee. This board also has an important job of counting and verifying (on paper) all collected
cash money in the collection plate.

(Continued)
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The Stewardship program is under the Finance Board and works to teach God’s people the principals
of stewardship according to the Word of God. This month we will learn more about Stewardship from
the Finance Board! The work that the Finance Board does at the church is very important and they
could use some help!

Board of Missions: Colleen Gundlach (current Chair) - The Board of Missions ensures that the church
funds allocated for mission work are used to spread the Gospel message in accordance of with the
command of Christ. They share how our money is being utilized through “Mission Moments” during
the service and in the newsletter. Some of the wonderful groups supported by our church, and
overseen by the board, include the Diaper Bank, the home school group, and our missionary in
Cambodia. Stay tuned for Mission updates as this board is very active and doing wonderful work with
our church funds.

Diaconate Board: Jeffrey Liskin Sr. (current Chair) — The diaconate members are all appointed. The
Senior Pastor and Director of Youth and Families are part of the Diaconate. The Diaconate works
closely with the pastor and is responsible for the spiritual health and welfare of the church and local
community This is a very important job! You will see our deacons assisting during the church service
by serving communion, presenting the Call to Worship, and praying over the collected funds during
the Offering. Being a member of the Diaconate requires a mature faith and certain qualities as
outlined in 1 Timothy 3: 8-13. After reviewing these qualities, if you would like to recommend
someone to the Deacon Board, please speak to Jeff.

Committees (if you are unclear what duties are involved, please speak to Bonnie Sterpka)
Buildings and Grounds Music Committee Nominating Committee

Video Committee Social Media Committee

Positions (some may already be filled, please speak to Bonnie Sterpka if any of these positions
interest you)

Memorial Service Reception Coordinator Refreshment Coordinator

Greeter Coordinator First Baptist Church Rep.

Second Congregational Church Rep.

Denominational Affiliation Committee

At the church’s annual meeting, members of Second Congregational approved a motion to begin
exploring affiliation with a denomination. The Church Council agreed, and appointed Bonnie Sterpka,
Colleen Gundlach, Paul Okraska, Michael Killiany, Jeff Liskin and Pastor Dan to research, discuss and
eventually recommend a denomination.

During the discussions, committee members highlighted several reasons for considering
denominational membership. Among them were the benefits of shared resources, opportunities for
broader fellowship, mutual support among churches, and increased accountability in ministry and
governance.

(Continued)
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After much discussion, the group ruled several other possible affiliations, and particular attention was
given to the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC) as a potential partner. The
CCCC’s statement of faith aligns very closely with that of Second Congregational, making it a natural fit
for further consideration.

There are many advantages to being a part of the CCCC, such as:

Conservative Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC)

- Theologically conservative, evangelical, and strongly biblical

- Upholds Christian doctrines consistent with our Statement of Faith

- Over 300 churches and growing (34 churches in 1959)

- Approximately 42,000+ members

Advantages of joining CCCC

- Help in pastoral transitions and when difficulties and/or church health issues arise

- Training, development, church planting, workshops, and other resources

- Evangelism resources

- Credentialing and ordination of clergy

- Networking and fellowship (participation is expected)

- Code of Ethics for Ministers

- Code of Ethics for Churches

- Individual churches remain autonomous (CCCC is there to support, not control)

Disadvantages of joining CCCC

- Cost ~1-3 percent of church budget (voluntarily- not strictly enforced)

The denomination’s emphasis on local church autonomy (the concept that the congregation has the
last say in all governance issues), combined with cooperative fellowship, is very closely aligned with
SCCW'’s bylaws and objectives. The committee came to the unanimous conclusion that the CCCC
would be the only fit for SCCW and present this report to the Church Council tonight for consideration.

Missions News

Serving at the Declaration of Dependence Tour:

There’s no better way to spend a Friday than singing, worshiping, and helping lead people to Christ.
On Sept. 18, Bonnie and Colleen had the honor of volunteering during Will Graham’s visit to New
Haven as part of his Declaration of Dependence Tour.

e Bonnie served as a chaplain with the Billy Graham Rapid Response Team, praying with
attendees and listening to them.

e Colleen served on the Tour’s Serve Team, greeting visitors as they arrived at the New Haven
Green and assisting with setup and breakdown.

(Continued)
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. The day featured music by Josh Havens, prayer for our country, first responders,
churches, and families, and a sermon by Will Graham. Many people responded

to Will’s altar call and made a decision for Jesus. Will is Billy Graham’s grandson
and Franklin Graham’s son.

The tour’s purpose is to bring the Gospel to each of the 13 original colonies in
celebration of the 250" anniversary of the United States of America.

Welcome Back Home Schoolers

We are excited to have Northwest Connecticut Home School Collaborative
families back with us! We pray for a wonderful school year filled with learning,
growth and friendship. We’re so thankful you’re a part of our church family! We
are blessed to have you with us!

Birthday And Anniversary Celebrations

Please join us in honoring some of our church family in birthday and anniversary celebration
announcements.

October — Happy Birthday to...

05, John Costa
05, Jacob Shpur
07, Shirley Moore (102!!1)
15, Dean Menta
25, Maury Sterpka

October - Happy Anniversary to...

03...... Moe & Georgie Morhardt And now she’s 102 on
04...... Michael & Denise Killiany October 7th
10 ............ Jeff & Robbin Liskin (100 in this photo-2024)

20 ............ Ed & Carol Tomassetti




10.

11.

Statement of Faith

We believe there is only one living and true God, Creator of all things, infinite in wisdom,
goodness, and love, eternally existing in three persons, The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit.
(Ex. 20:1-6; Deut. 6:4; Ps. 96:4-5; Mt. 28:19; Jn. 1:1; 2 Cor. 13:14)

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the inspired Word of God and
that they are the supreme authority in faith and life and absolutely trustworthy.
(Ps. 119: Mk. 13:31; Jn. 10:35, 17:17; 2 Pet. 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1Thess. 2:13)

We believe that God, in His goodness, created only two distinct and complementary genders,
male and female, which is defined by one’s biological sex at birth. These two genders together
reflect the image and nature of God, and rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of God’s
created order and the image of God within that person.

(Gen. 1:26-28,31; 2:2-24; Lev 18:22-23; 20;10-21; Deut 22:5; Is3:12; Rom 1:24-27; 1Cor 6-9; 11:7; 1Tim
2:11-15)

We believe that man and woman sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God, and that we are all born with a sinful nature that
mars God’s image in us.

(Gen 1:26-27; 2:7; 3:1-24; Ezek 13:23; Rom 5:12; Eph 2:1-3; James 3:9)

We believe that Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, and is truly God and Man.
(Is 7:14; Matt 1:18,23; Luke 1:30-35; 2:6-7,40; John 1:14; Phil 2:6-7; Heb 1:2-5; 2:14)

We believe that, out of love for us, the Lord Jesus Christ died to atone for our sins according to the
Scriptures and that all who repent of sin and place their faith in Him alone are reconciled to God
by His shed blood.

(Is 53:4-6; Mark 1:14-15; John 14:6; Rom 5:8; 8:3; 1John 4:10; 1Pet 2:24-25)

We believe that Christ rose from the dead and ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of
the Father to reign over all things.
(Luke 24:1-7; John 2:19-21; Acts 1:9; Heb 4:14,10:11-13; Rev 1:17-18)

We believe that all who repent of sin and receive the Lord Jesus Christ, which is by grace alone
through faith alone, are born of the Holy Spirit and thereby become the children of God and

shall not come into condemnation and that the Lord Jesus Christ gives them everlasting life.

(John 1:12-13; 3:16-18,36; 5:24-29; 10:27-29; Acts 4:12; Rom 8:1,9-12,15-17; 10:9-11; Gal 4:24-29; Eph
1:5; 1 John 5:12-13)

We believe that Christ has called all Christians into universal fellowship in His church. This
church is made up of local congregations where members worship through Word and sacrament,
are trained in discipleship and are called to evangelize the world in charity.
(Matt 16:18-19; 18:17; John 17; Acts 2:42; 6:1-6; 20:28-32; 1Cor 10:1-14:40; Eph 5:21-32; 1Thes 5:12-
13; 1Tim 3:1-16; 5:17-22; Heb 10:25; 1Pet 5:1-4)

We believe that God created marriage to be a holy and lifelong covenant union, which can only

be between one man and one woman who are not closely related, and that the only lawful place
for intimate relations is marriage.

(Gen 2:22-24; Ex 22:16-17; Deut 22:14; Mal 2:16; Matt 19:4-6; Eph 5:5,21-6:4; Col 3:18-21; 1Tim 1:8-10;
Heb 13:4)

We believe that at The Last Day, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will return according to His
promise and that He will judge the world, and the saved will receive the blessing of life in His
eternal kingdom and that the lost will be eternally separated from God.

(Matt 25:31-46; Rom 8:35-39; 1Thes 4:13-17; Rev 20:12-15, 21-27)



Guide to Operation Christmas Child Year-Round
Shoebox Shopping, Packing, & Tips

Sawvy shoebox packers know that it's never too early to start shopping, packing, personalizing, and fundraising
for shoebox gifts. By preparing shoebox gifts all year long, you can send the Good News of Jesus Christ and
the great joy of receiving an Operation Christmas Child shoebox to more boys and girls around the world! Use
this year-round guide to maximize your impact for the Gospel.

YEAR-ROUND SHOPPING

January February

Quality Crafts Stuffed Animals

July August

Personal Care ltems Quality Toys Clothing School Supplies

September October Navember December

Games Letter & Photo $10 Donation Per Shoebox Prayer

“If you start purchasing items for the box in January, by November you have made a nice Christmas box.” — Vicki D.




Second Congregational Church
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