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A Message from the Pastor. ...

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in
all.” (Ephesians 4:4-6)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As | have said in sermons and Bible studies, there will be no denominations in heaven. This
aligns perfectly with the Bible verse above, where the Apostle Paul declares that there is one body,
one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of all. The body that Paul is
speaking about is the universal church, which is built on Christ as the chief cornerstone.

The plain teaching of Jesus is that “whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life” (John 3:16). So, true believers in Jesus will find themselves in heaven with other true believers
from every nation and tongue (Rev 7:9), who will have held widely varying views on secondary issues
of the faith, but who will be united by true faith in Christ. The Christian life as exemplified by the early
church (Acts 2) and the description of heaven above was never meant to be lived in isolation, but in
fellowship with the universal church.

On November 15, we will vote on whether or not to affiliate with the Conservative
Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC). Like many first-century churches, we are small in
number, and we live in a world that is dismissive and hostile to our beliefs. As a result, | believe we
have much to gain by affiliating with like-minded believers and churches we will find in the CCCC.

The committee tasked with investigating affiliation with the CCCC identified the following
benefits of joining the CCCC:

e Help in pastoral transitions and when difficulties or church health issues arise
e Training, development, church planting, workshops, and evangelism resources
e Credentialing and ordination of clergy

o Networking and fellowship (participation is expected)

e Code of Ethics for Ministers

e Code of Ethics for Churches

If we vote to join the CCCC, our church would remain autonomous but could reach out at any
time to seasoned CCCC leadership for help and advice.

In 2004, our church left the United Church of Christ (UCC) because it abandoned the historic
teachings of Christianity. In the 22 years since then, we have lacked connection to the body of Christ
beyond Winsted, and we have had to go it alone in finding pastors, finding our way back to the
historic Christian faith, and working through a divisive attempt to force 5-point Calvinism and
Presbyterian affiliation upon the church. In all of these matters, it would have been beneficial to reach
out to the CCCC for help and guidance.

| personally have been affiliated with the CCCC since 2008 and hold ordained ministerial
standing in the denomination. If we as a church join the CCCC, we will be in touch with many like-
minded Christians and pastors, and | believe this would be a great blessing for our church, particularly
in working through times of difficulty as we have experienced.

Your brother in Christ,

Pastor Dowv
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Bible Studies Schedules

e Adult Sunday School Class—Every Sunday, 9:00-9:45 am (Led by Pastor Dan and open to all)

e Waednesday Bible Study—Every Wednesday (Led by Pastor Dan and open to all)
o Prayer Group—5:30 pm (Pastor Dan’s Office)
o Bible Study—6:00 -7:15 pm (Music Room)

Men'’s & Women'’s Fellowship Updates

e Men's Fellowship Upcoming Events:
o November 14, 8:30 am - Quarterly Men's Breakfast: Film and Discussion-Bonhoeffer: Agent
of Grace
o December 10, 6:00-8:00 pm - Regional Men's Christmas Dinner, Location: Greenwoods
Country Club (Sign up: ASAP in the Fellowship Hall/ Tickets: $32.00 make checks made
payable to SCCW)
o February 13, 8:30 am - Quarterly Men's Breakfast

e Women’s Fellowship Group: This fall has been busy for the Women'’s Fellowship Group. We had a
planning meeting in September that was well attended. In October, the women gathered at the
church, rolled up their sleeves and got to work at the church to “Spruce, Sparkle and Shine” up our
Sanctuary. The roofing project had brought extra dust in and the group worked together with
Cassie to deep clean our sanctuary! Thanks to everyone who was able to participate in this
wonderful project. Next up, the Women'’s Fellowship used their culinary talents to prepare a
spread of food for the Dave Pettigrew concert. It was a wonderful event and the food was
delicious! A retreat was scheduled at Camp Monadnock in Jaffrey, NH in October as well. Three
women were able to attend and benefited greatly from the Christian teaching, time of fellowship
with each other, opportunities to engage with Christian women from all over New England, a
beautiful spot to relax and refresh, and some amazing food! We enjoyed early morning coffee and
tea in a quiet spot, prayerful walks, a balance of time in nature with meaningful study, praise
music and many wonderful opportunities to learn and grow. Our guest speaker, Jessica Hottle
walked us through the Gospel message in a very personal and self-reflective way, throughout the
weekend. We had opportunities to meet in small groups to reflect on the teachings and get to
know others and share our own experiences. Each of us walked away feeling blessed for having
shared this weekend! We hope to attend this retreat again in the future and would encourage
others to join!

(Continued)



‘ SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH CONTACT Page 4 \

e Women’s Fellowship Upcoming Events:

o Cocoa, Cookies and Carol Sing - On Thursday, 12/17 at 6:30 p.m. We will gather at the
church for this event, hosted by the Women's fellowship. This will be an all-church event
and will also be open to the community so be sure to bring a friend. This event will be
coordinated by Susanne, Deb and Eileen. More information on what to bring, decorations,
plans, etc. will be coming soon!

o Planning Meeting: We will host a planning meeting after church on Sunday, January 24,
2026. All of the women at the church are welcome to come together to spend time in
fellowship as we grow in our faith! Please join us as we plan out our fall and winter
activities, and come with ideas.

o Winter Warmer: The Women’s Fellowship Group will once again offer a soup luncheon
(Winter Warmer) in February after church for the whole church family (more details coming
soon)!

o)
e Highlights From October’s Women’s Retreat:
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Denominational Affiliation Committee

> Special Meeting:
On November 15%, 2026 there will be a special meeting of the Second Congregational Church
to vote on the 4C'’s affiliation.

At the church’s annual meeting, members of Second Congregational approved a motion to begin
exploring affiliation with a denomination. The Church Council agreed, and appointed Bonnie Sterpka,
Colleen Gundlach, Paul Okraska, Michael Killiany, Jeff Liskin and Pastor Dan to research, discuss and
eventually recommend a denomination.

During the discussions, committee members highlighted several reasons for considering
denominational membership. Among them were the benefits of shared resources, opportunities for
broader fellowship, mutual support among churches, and increased accountability in ministry and
governance.

After much discussion, the group ruled several other possible affiliations, and particular attention was
given to the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC) as a potential partner. The
CCCC’s statement of faith aligns very closely with that of Second Congregational, making it a natural fit
for further consideration.

There are many advantages to being a part of the CCCC, such as:

Conservative Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC)

- Theologically conservative, evangelical, and strongly biblical

- Upholds Christian doctrines consistent with our Statement of Faith
- Over 300 churches and growing (34 churches in 1959)

- Approximately 42,000+ members

Advantages of joining CCCC

- Help in pastoral transitions and when difficulties and/or church health issues arise
- Training, development, church planting, workshops, and other resources

- Evangelism resources

- Credentialing and ordination of clergy

- Networking and fellowship (participation is expected)

- Code of Ethics for Ministers

- Code of Ethics for Churches

- Individual churches remain autonomous (CCCC is there to support, not control)

Disadvantages of joining CCCC

- Cost ~1-3 percent of church budget (voluntarily- not strictly enforced)

The denomination’s emphasis on local church autonomy (the concept that the congregation has the
last say in all governance issues), combined with cooperative fellowship, is very closely aligned with
SCCW'’s bylaws and objectives. The committee came to the unanimous conclusion that the CCCC
would be the only fit for SCCW and present this report to the Church Council tonight for consideration.
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Electronic Way to Contribute

Tithes, Offerings, and Donations may now be made online. While we recognize that most people will

continue to present their offerings during the Sunday worship service, giving to

the church and its ministries may now be done online for those who prefer to

t give that way. Simply go to the front page of our church website and click the
ORI L Ul -RI  link “Support Our Church and Ministries” or tap the tile shown to the left. You

Donations will be directed to Vanco, a secure online payment system used by thousands of

churches across the country. You may also download the Vanco mobile app on your

smartphone. Be sure to select the app with the logo to the right. Search for churches

in your area, and you will find “Second Congregational Church of Winsted.” For more

information on Vanco, visit their website: vancopayments.com See Paul Okraska for

more information.

Operation Christmas Child

Operation Christmas Child shoebox season is here! National Collection week is November 16-23.

Calling all shoebox missionaries to share the good news of Jesus with
God's children throughout the world, with your participation in
Operation Christmas Child. Empty shoeboxes are waiting to be filled
by you, so they can begin their life transforming journey to a child in
need. Here is how you can help.

What is needed: individually created shoeboxes filled with thoughtful
gifts for children

and/or - monetary donations to offset the $10/box shipping costs
and/or - donations of toys, school supplies, personal care items,
clothing and crafts, to fill the boxes at our packing party.

We can especially use more "wow" items (a special gift item like a doll, soccer ball or teddy bear), to
make each shoebox special.

You can visit the OCC table in the fellowship hall to pick up and drop off shoe boxes and the
instructions on how to fill them.

The packing party is Saturday November 7th from 4:30-6:30 pm. All are invited to join the youth
group and OCC team for fun, fellowship and food as we pack up and pray over the boxes.

All complete boxes must be back to the church by Sunday, November 22, 2026

Thank you for spreading the love of Jesus to His children, one box at a time!
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Stewardship

Stewardshlp PLEDGE REMINDER: We extend heartfelt thanks to all who have already
offered the first fruits of God’s blessings by making a financial pledge in support of our church.

As we prepare the budget for 2027, we kindly ask those who intend to pledge but have not yet
submitted a card to do so at your earliest convenience. Your timely responses enable us to plan
faithfully and responsibly for the year ahead.

Thank you for your generosity, your stewardship, and your partnership in our shared journey of faith!

Christian Education Updates

Operation Christmas Child: Time is Almost Up! This is the last month of collections before we sent
our gift shoeboxes out.

»>November’s Gift Suggestion is $10 donations for shipping costs. Each box must be shipped
across the world. Much of the funds for the process come from volunteers and supporters like us.
Please consider donating to help get our gifts to all the children.

>Final collections will be accepted on (11/1, 11/8, 11/15). We still need toys and “wow” items
(e.g., inflatable soccer balls, small backpack/purse, stuffed animal, doll, jewelry making/hobby kit,
large toy).

»>See Amazon OCC website: www.amazon.com/shop/operationchristmaschild or go to Amazon
and type in “Operation Christmas Child Storefront.” It offers great deals and quick shipping on bulk
items. You can make many children happy with a single order!

OCC Packing Party (11/7): You are invited to join us for the Packing/Pizza Party for a great time of
fun and fellowship. We also encourage any elders and prayer warriors to join our prayer team.
We’'ll pray over the boxes, the mission, and the children and families who receive gifts and the
gospel this year.

Christmas Pageant (Next Month!): Don’t miss our children’s depiction of the nativity scene—the
blessed birth of our Lord Jesus. Our team and the kids will begin preparing and rehearsing in the
beginning of December. Be a part of the Christmas blessing: If you would like to volunteer to help
out with costumes, props, and preparation please speak to John C.

(Continued)
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Youth Group Calendar — Nov. - Dec.
Request Youth Group is open to grades 6 and up—We Welcome you to Join Us!
Day Date Time Event
Saturday Nov. 7t 4:30pm — Operation Christmas Child — Packing
6:30pm Party
Sunday Nov. 8t 11:30am- Youth Group - Bible Trivia, Games
12:45pm
Sunday Nov. 22" 11:30am- Youth Group — Bible Activities,
12:45pm Snacks
Sunday Dec. 15%™ 9:00am — Pageant Project Prep
9:45am
Sunday Dec. 6™, 9:00am — Pageant Practice
13t 20t 9:45am
Sunday Dec. 13t 9:00am — Pageant (Full Rehearsal)
9:45am
Sunday Dec. 20™ 10:00am ------- (9:00am - Full Dress Rehearsall)
- Christmas Pageant

A Message from the Nominating Committee

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same
function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then
prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently;
if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. (Romans 12:4-8)

Hello church family! The Boards and Committees are working to fill membership for 2027. The year
begins after the Annual meeting which is in mid-January. At the annual meeting, officers and boards
are voted on and the work for the year begins. Please consider joining a board or committee. There
are also other jobs that you may enjoy. Please see Bonnie Sterpka if you would like to serve in 2027
(find her after church to engage in a conversation about your interests and ways you would like to
help!). Thank you so much for your service to Second Congregational Church and prayerfully consider
what you can do in 2027.

(Continued)
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Boards, Committees and opportunities:
Here is a list of some of the opportunities. Please see me after church any Sunday if you have
questions as | would love to chat with you!

BOARDS: COMMITTEES: POSITIONS
(some may be assigned —
please inquire if interested)

Deacon Board: Appointed Building and Grounds Memorial Svc. Reception
Coord.

Board of Christian Music Committee Refreshment Coord.

Education

Board of Missions Nominating Committee Greeter Coordinator

Board of Finance Video Committee First Baptist Rep

Board of Trustees Social Media Committee Second Congregational Rep

OTHER WAYS TO SERVE AND BE INVOLVED: Sign up for coffee hour, help at the Diaper Bank,
Volunteer for VBS, sing in the choir, teach Sunday School, at0317

03tend Bible Study, get involved in Men’s or Women’s Fellowship — all of these things will help you in
your faith journey and fellowship here at church!

A Wonderful Evening of Music, Faith & Worship

On October 9", we welcomed artist Dave Pettigrew for a special evening of music, worship and
inspiring stories. Dave shared messages of faith, hope, encouragment and God’s unfailing love.

We extend a heartfelt thank you to Dave Pettigrew for sharing his gifts and talents with us and to
everyone who joined us for this special evening. It was a wonderful opportunity to come together in
fellowship, enjoy uplifting music and celebrate our faith.

I

oy
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Birthday Celebrations

Please join us in honoring some of our church family in birthday celebration announcements.

November — Happy Birthday to. . ..

01...... Madelyn Berg
04...... Warren Sullivan, Jr.
15 ......... Jeffrey Negron

16 ............ Robert Victory

19 ... Roger Oates

24 ... Georgi Morhardt
24 ............ Jeremy Nicholls

27 ........... Michael Torson

Important Dates in November:

Reminder of Important Days in November:

Sunday, Nov. 1st — Daylight Savings Time Ends -
Turn your clocks back on Saturday night.

Tuesday, Nov. 3 - Election Day - Get Out to Vote

Every vote counts - exercise your right!
Wednesday, Nov. 11tk — Veteran’s Day — Honoring all military veterans who served in the
U.S. Armed Forces. Thank a veteran when you greet them!

Thurs. & Fri., Nov. 26t & 27th — Thanksgiving Holiday
Weekend - office will be closed both days.
End of November- Poinsettia Flower Order Forms Available/ Luminarias

Prayer Requests
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Statement of Faith

We believe there is only one living and true God, Creator of all things, infinite in wisdom, goodness,
and love, eternally existing in three persons, The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit.
(Ex. 20:1-6; Deut. 6:4; Ps. 96:4-5; Mt. 28:19; Jn. 1:1; 2 Cor. 13:14)

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the inspired Word of God and that
they are the supreme authority in faith and life and absolutely trustworthy.
(Ps. 119: Mk. 13:31; Jn. 10:35, 17:17; 2 Pet. 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1Thess. 2:13)

We believe that God, in His goodness, created only two distinct and complementary genders, male

and female, which is defined by one’s biological sex at birth. These two genders together reflect the
image and nature of God, and rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of God’s created order

and the image of God within that person.

(Gen. 1:26-28,31; 2:2-24; Lev 18:22-23; 20;10-21; Deut 22:5; Is3:12; Rom 1:24-27; 1Cor 6-9; 11:7; 1Tim 2:11-
15)

We believe that man and woman sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God, and that we are all born with a sinful nature that
mars God’s image in us.

(Gen 1:26-27; 2:7; 3:1-24; Ezek 13:23; Rom 5:12; Eph 2:1-3; James 3:9)

We believe that Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, and is truly God and Man.
(Is 7:14; Matt 1:18,23; Luke 1:30-35; 2:6-7,40; John 1:14; Phil 2:6-7; Heb 1:2-5; 2:14)

We believe that, out of love for us, the Lord Jesus Christ died to atone for our sins according to the
Scriptures and that all who repent of sin and place their faith in Him alone are reconciled to God by
His shed blood.

(Is 53:4-6; Mark 1:14-15; John 14:6; Rom 5:8; 8:3; 1John 4:10; 1Pet 2:24-25)

We believe that Christ rose from the dead and ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of the
Father to reign over all things.
(Luke 24:1-7; John 2:19-21; Acts 1:9; Heb 4:14,10:11-13; Rev 1:17-18)

We believe that all who repent of sin and receive the Lord Jesus Christ, which is by grace alone

through faith alone, are born of the Holy Spirit and thereby become the children of God and shall

not come into condemnation and that the Lord Jesus Christ gives them everlasting life.

(John 1:12-13; 3:16-18,36; 5:24-29; 10:27-29; Acts 4:12; Rom 8:1,9-12,15-17; 10:9-11; Gal 4:24-29; Eph 1:5; 1
John 5:12-13)

We believe that Christ has called all Christians into universal fellowship in His church. This church is
made up of local congregations where members worship through Word and sacrament, are trained
in discipleship and are called to evangelize the world in charity.
(Matt 16:18-19; 18:17; John 17; Acts 2:42; 6:1-6; 20:28-32; 1Cor 10:1-14:40; Eph 5:21-32; 1Thes 5:12-13;
1Tim 3:1-16; 5:17-22; Heb 10:25; 1Pet 5:1-4)

We believe that God created marriage to be a holy and lifelong covenant union, which can only be
between one man and one woman who are not closely related, and that the only lawful place for
intimate relations is marriage.

(Gen 2:22-24; Ex 22:16-17; Deut 22:14; Mal 2:16; Matt 19:4-6; Eph 5:5,21-6:4; Col 3:18-21; 1Tim 1:8-10; Heb
13:4)

We believe that at The Last Day, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will return according to His promise
and that He will judge the world, and the saved will receive the blessing of life in His eternal kingdom
and that the lost will be eternally separated from God.

(Matt 25:31-46; Rom 8:35-39; 1Thes 4:13-17; Rev 20:12-15, 21-27)
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*Turn clocks back* 7PM
Morning Study Thank you to all D l D)
& Sunday School our Veteran’s @ Men’s
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22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Morning Study *Thanksgiving
Office closed*®
& Sunday School Mid-Week O
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CR Leadership Recovery
7PM

Meeting 11:30
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Guide to Operation Christmas Child Year-Round
Shoebox Shopping, Packing, & Tips

Sawvy shoebox packers know that it's never too early to start shopping, packing, personalizing, and fundraising
for shoebox gifts. By preparing shoebox gifts all year long, you can send the Good News of Jesus Christ and
the great joy of receiving an Operation Christmas Child shoebox to more boys and girls around the world! Use
this year-round guide to maximize your impact for the Gospel.

YEAR-ROUND SHOPPING

January February

Fashion Accessories Quality Crafis Stuffed Animals

June July August

Personal Care ltems Quality Toys Clothing School Supplies

September October Naovember December

Games Letter & Photo $10 Donation Per Shoshox Prayer

“If you start purchasing items for the box in January, by November you have made a nice Christmas box.” — Vicki D.




A little information about the poinsettia flower you might not know:

The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are somethings
thought as a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem which led the Wise
Men to Jesus. The red colored leaves symbolize the blood of
Christ. The white leaves represent his purity.

If you would like to order a memorial poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary for our Christmas
services, please complete the form below and attach payment of $16.00 per plant, made
payable to the Second Congregational Church.

Please return the form to the church office no later than Sunday, Dec. 6% for your
information to be included in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Sunday bulletins.

If you have any questions please email or call the church office:
Email: info@sccwinsted.org Phone: (860) 379-4766

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

[ wish to order (no.) _ poinsettia(s) for the following:

In memory or honor or celebration of:

Please PRINT names and occasion clearly

Amount enclosed: ($16.00 per plant)
[ will pick up my plant(s).
Please deliver my plant(s) to a shut-in.

Given by:

Phone: Email:

(Return form with payment to church office by Dec. 6)
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